
Ou all in the coming monthPanelists: 

1. Andy Cammarata  

Andrea Cammarata, Community Outreach Coordinator, Journey's End Refugee Services Andy 
served as the Campus Minister and Senior Class religion teacher at Nardin Academy. At Nardin, 
Andy met a family that survived the genocide in Rwanda. It was this experience that led her to a 
career at Journey's End working in Community Relations/Education to promote the success of 
refugees in our community. Journey's End is a refugee resettlement agency.  This year the 
agency will settle 510 individuals, primarily from the following countries: Bhutan, Burma, 
Afghanistan, Iraq, Somalia, Sudan, Democratic Republic of Congo, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Pakistan, 
Syria. Journey's End offers numerous services to newly arrived refugees including: Employment 
programs, Vocational Training including Janitorial and Culinary programs, Legal/Immigration 
Services, operating the only walk-in clinic in Buffalo, English New Language Classes, Alternative 
to High School Program, for students arriving to Buffalo in their late teens, Interpretation, 
Mentoring/Citizenship, Academic Coaching in Buffalo Public Schools, Agricultural 
Programs/Urban Farm on Brewster St., Clara's Closet, Clothing Ministry, located at Central Park 
UMC 

2. Leslie Edwards 

Leslie C. Edwards is a part-time mentor and Writing Center Associate with the Genesee Valley 

Center of SUNY Empire State College (ESC).  Leslie is an ESC graduate (BA - English) and also a 

graduate of Oberlin College (BA - Sociology and Anthropology), the University of Florida (MA - 

Journalism and Communications), SUNY Brockport (Teacher Certification), and the Union 

Institute and University (Ph.D., Interdisciplinary Studies). She taught high school English for 

more than twenty years with the Rochester City School District. At ESC, Leslie mentors studies in 

English Composition, Journalism, Communications and Literature; she has a particular interest in 

literature studies from perspectives such as African, African American, Third World, Class, 

Gender, and Folklore.  Leslie is a storyteller with the Blackstorytelling League of Rochester and 

historical researcher and re-enactor of Rochester Underground Railroad and related stories with 

Akwaaba: the Heritage Associates. 

 

3. Chris Gioia 

Chris Gioia is currently enrolled in the SUNY Empire State College Master of Arts in Liberal 

Studies program focusing on Public History with an aim toward museum exhibitions and 

programming.  Mr. Gioia studied fine art and art history at School of the Art Institute of Chicago 

and has worked for museums such as Museum of the Moving Image and Museum of the City of 

New York in visitor services, retail/product development and public programming.  

 

4. Kathleen McLean 

Kathleen McLean is a motivational speaker, trainer, facilitator and business/life coach who has 

over 20 years of experience inspiring individuals and organizations to Lead Out Loud.  She is the 

President of the McLean Group – her company specializes in leadership development, team 

building, and organizational health.  Kathleen has built over 35 leadership teams utilizing her 

skills and her uncanning ability to connect, inspire and turn around conflict to inclusive solution 



focused strategies that meet the needs of all stakeholders. Kathleen received her Bachelor's 

Degree in Social Work from Buffalo State College, a Master's Degree in Social Work 

(Management Concentration) from the State University of New York at Albany and a Master's in 

Business Administration from the State University of New York at Empire State College. Kathleen 

is the Executive Director of Let’s Share the Sun Foundation; Let’s Share The Sun aspires to 

facilitate the use of solar energy in poor communities around the world where harnessing the 

power of the sun will enhance the quality of life of those communities. The Foundation helps 

install solar power in some of the poorest parts of the world, including Africa, Asia and Latin 

America. 

 

5. Gina Torino 

Dr. Gina C. Torino is a mentor in Human Development here at Empire State and a licensed 

psychologist in the state of NY. Her scholarship and research interests focus on cultural 

competency in clinical practice and higher education as well as racial and gender based 

microaggressions. She has authored several articles including, “Examining Biases and White 

Privilege: Classroom Teaching Strategies that Promote Cultural Competence,” “How White 

Faculty Perceive and React to Difficult Dialogues on Race: Implications for Education and 

Training,” and “Racial Microaggressions in Everyday Life: Implications for Clinical Practice.” She 

has delivered several talks and conducted numerous workshops and trainings on how to create 

culturally sensitive and inclusive environments in schools and private industries. 

 

 

  

 


